Local Housing Allowance

Local Housing Allowance for single under-35s and people in shared accommodation (Private Lets only)

Another Tory cut making single people under 35 (Previously under 25's) only eligible for the single shared room rate from January 2012. 

In D&G this equates to a maximum of £80.77 weekly benefit before January 2012 dropping to a maximum of £60 weekly after January 2012 a reduction of £20.77 weekly. 

Single under-35s 

If you are single, live alone in private rented property and are aged under 35, you usually only get the shared accommodation rate of LHA, even if you have sole use of more than one room. 

Exemptions

This shared accommodation rate does not normally apply to you if you are single, under 35 and: 

· someone else (for example, child, elderly relative, friend or grown-up child) lives with you as part of your household. 

· you are severely disabled and get the middle or higher rate care component of Disability Living Allowance. 

· you are under 22 and have been in the care of a local authority since the age of 16, or have been accommodated by a local authority since the age of 16. 

· you live in supported housing provided by a housing association, registered charity or voluntary organisation and get a package of care and support from your landlord (or from somebody else on behalf of your landlord). 

· you need an extra bedroom for a carer who does not live with you but who provides you with overnight care. 

If you are aged 25 to 34 the shared accommodation rate does not normally apply to you if:

· you have lived in a hostel for homeless people or a hostel that provides rehabilitation and resettlement within the community for at least three months. You must have received resettlement support to help you live in the community. 

· you are an ex-offender and your housing has been arranged for you through Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) for managing the risk posed by sexual and violent offenders. 

Before January 2012 the shared accommodation rate only applied to single under-25s. It started to apply to single people aged 25 to 34 in one-bedroom self-contained private rented accommodation from 1 January 2012. 

These new rules and when they start to apply to existing claimants if you are 25 to 34 and claimed before January 2012 are complicated, seek advice.

